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O 


To  the  Chaiiman  and  Members  of  the  Ruthin  Rural  District 

Council. 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon  the 
sanitary  condition  ot  the  district,  with  various  statistics,  for  the 
year  ended  81st  ]3ecember,  1937. 


-Vrea  (in  acres)  , 94,634 

Population  (Census  1931)  9,140 

Estimated  Population  (1936)  8,716 

Rateable  Value £39,058 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate £163 


The  District  is  entirely  agricultural.  The  only  other  industry 
of  note  are  stone  quarries,  one  in  Llanynys  Parish,  4 in  Llanarmon 
Parish,  and  one  in  Llandegla  Parish.  About  80 — 100  are  em- 
ployed in  these  generally. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Live  Births. — Legitimate,  50  males  and  64  females,  including 
illegitimate,  7 males  and  5 females.  Total,  114.  Birth-rate  per 
1,000  of  estimated  population,  13.07. 

Still  Births. — 5 males  and  4 females,  1 male  being  illegiti- 
mate. Rate  per  1,000  total  births,  1.08,  as  compared  with  6.0  for 
England  and  Wales. 

Deaths. — 71  males  and  55  females.  Total,  126.  Death-rate  per 
1,000  of  estimated  population,  14.4. 


Deaths  from  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil. 

Other  puerperal  causes  Nil. 


\ \ 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: — \ 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ■ 78 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  70 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  1 


ZYMOTIC  DEATH.EATE. 


Zymotic  diseases  account  for  only  one  death  during  the  year, 
this  being  attributed  to- Whooping  Cough,  and  equals  the  very  low 
death-rate  per  1,000  deaths  registered  of  7 and  0.1  of  the  popula- 
tion, the  rates  for  the  previous  year  being  the  same. 


BIETHS. 


The  total  number  of  Births  registered  during  the  year  was  114, 
being  50  males  and  64  females  (including  7 males  and  5 females 
illegitimate).  This  number,  based  upon  a population  of  8,716,  is 
equivalent  to  an  Annual  Birth  Eate  of  13.07  per  1,000,  as  com- 
pared with  13.8  for  the  previous  year,  and  14.9  for  England  and 
Wales  for  the  present  year. 


The  birth  rates  for  the  past  ten  years:  — 

1928  

1929  

1930  

1931  

1932  

1933  

1934  

1935  

1936  

1937  


15.8 

13.9 
16.6 

13.8 

13.2 
14.4 

14.8 

14.03 

13.8 
13.07 


DEATHS. 


During  the  past  year  there  were  126  deaths  registered  as 
having  occurred  in  the  District,  these  being  71  males  and  55 
females,  equal  to  an  Annual  Death-rate  per  1,000  of  14.4,  as  com- 
pared with  15.2  for  the  previous  year,  and  12.4  for  England  and 
Wales  for  the  present  year. 
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The  death  rates  for  the  past  ten  years:  — 

1928  

1929  

1930  

1931  

1932  

1933  

1934  

1935  

1930  

1937  

MAIN  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Whooping  Cough  

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . . 

Cancer  

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  

Heart  Diseases  

JSronchitis 

Pneumonia  

Nephritis  

Suicide 

Accidents 

Appendicitis 

Other  defined  Diseases  


12.7 

14.4 

12.1 

13.3 

13.1 
14.6 

14.2 

15.2 
15.2 

14.4 


1 

4 
Nil 

17 

5 
37 

Nil 

5 

2 

4 

2 

Nil 
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It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that,  again  this  year,  not  a single 
maternal  death  occurred  within  the  district.  Only  one  case  of 
slight  ])uerperai  pyrexia  being  notified,  which,  I think,  reflects 
great  credit  on  tliose  responsible  for  dealing  with  the  cases. 

CANCEE. 


Seventeen  persons  died  from  Cancer,  being  eight  males  and 
nine  females.  This  is  equal  to  a mortality  of  1.9  per  1,000  of  the 
po]>n]ation,  and  at  the  rate  of  134  per  1,000  deaths  registered. 

The  rates  for  the  ])revious  year  were  1.9  and  126  respectively. 
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Number  of  cases  during  the  past  ten  years : 

: — 

1928  

22 

1929  

19 

1930  

22 

1931  

13 

1932  

14 

1933  

24 

1934  

...  ...  15 

1935  

23 

1936  

17 

1937  

17 

MORTALITY  AMONGST  PERSONS  OVER  65  YEARS. 

67  of  the  total  number  of  death  (126) , viz.  :■ 

— 33  males  and 

females,  occurred  in  persons  who  were  over  65  years  of  age.  This 
is  equal  to  a death-rate  of  530  per  1,000  deaths  registered,  as  com- 
pared with  578  for  the  previous  year. 


13  were  between  65  and  70  years. 
36  were  between  70  and  80  years. 
18  were  between  80  and  90  years. 


INFANTILE  MOETALITY. 

9 Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 'were  registered.  This 
equals  a rate  of  78  per  1,000  births  registered,  as  compared  witli 
the  rate  of  40  for  the  previous  year,  and  58  for  England  and  Wales 
for  the  present  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

4 Deaths  from  this  disease  occurred,  all  being  due  to  Pul- 
monary Tuberculosis. 

This  number  is  equivalent  to  a mortality  of  0.4  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  or  at  the  rate  of  31  per  1,000  deaths  registered,  as 
compared  with  the  rates  of  0.7  and  52  respectively  for  the  pre- 
vious year. 
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The  rates  for  the  past  ten  years:  — 


Per  1,000  Per  1,000-deaths 
Population.  registered. 

1928  1.07  ...  84 

1929  0.9  ...  67 

1930  0.6  ...  53 

1931  0.6  ...  50 

1932  0.2  ...  17 

1933  0.7  ...  54 

1934  0.3  ...  24 

1935  1.1  ...  74 

1936  0.7  . . 52 

1937  0.4  ...  31 

Number  of  Cases  notified  during  the  jiast  ten  years:  — 

Pu  Imon  ar  v . N on.Puhnona  r v’ 

1928  15  ...  2 “ 

1929  7 ...  Nil 

1930  5 ...  1 

1931  6 ...  Nil 

1932  9 ...  6 

1933  8 ...  5 

1934  6 ...  5 

1935  11  ...  2 

1936  6 ...  1 

1937  7 ...  Nil 

7 cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  being  5 


males  and  2 females.  The  average  age  at  time  of  notification  was 
38  years  in  males  and  59  in  females. 

One  of  the  above  cases  was  transferred  to  another  district. 


NEW  CASES  AND  MOETALITY  DUPING  1937. 


NEW  CASES. 

Non- 

Age  Period.  Pulmonary.  Pulmonary 


M. 

0—  1 0 

I—  5 0 

5—10  0 

10—15  0 

15—20  0 

20—25  0 

25—35  3 

:35— 45  0 

45—55  2 

.55—05  0 

05  & ii])wards  0 


F.  M.  F. 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 • 0 
0 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 0 0 
1 0 0 

2 0 0 


deaths. 

Non- 


Pulmonary.  Pulmonary. 
M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

1 0 0 0 

0 10  0 

0 10  0 

0 0 0 0 

10  0 0 

2 2 0 


0 


0 


V 


On  a case  being  notified,  investigations  are  made  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  dwelling  and  surroundings,  and  steps  are  taken 
to  correct  aiiy  conditions  which  predispose  to  the  disease.  In 
cases  of  death  or  removal,  the  house  is  disinfected  and  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  to  have  the  bedding  and  clothing  disinfect- 
ed at  the  North  Wales  Sanatorium  for  the  present.  In  some 
instances  the  bedding  is  destroyed  and  replaced  at  the  expense  of 
the  District  Council  when  necessary. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  undermentioned  cases  were  notified  during  the  year : — 


Total  cases 

Cases 

admitted 

Total 

Disease. 

Notified. 

to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

16 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

34 

33 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Nil 

Pneumonia  

7 

Nil 

5 

Opthalmia  Neonatorium  . 

2 

1 

Nil 

Undulant  Fever 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

AGE  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED. 

BETWEEN 


No 

. of 

0-  1- 

2- 

3-  4- 

5- 

10- 

la- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

65  & 

Disease  Cases. 

1 2 

3 

4 5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65 

over 

Scarlet  Fever.. 

22 

1 

2 

10 

5 

1 

2 

1 

Diphtheria  

Puerperal 

34 

1 

2 2 

9 

5 

7 

8 

Pyrexia  

1 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 
Opthalmia 

7 

4 

1 

1 

1 

Neonatorium 

2 

2 

Erysipelas  

Puerperal 

0 

Fever  

0 

The  cases  occurred  in  the  undermentioned  localities:- — 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Llanf  air 

Llanarmon 

Nantglyn 

Clawddnewydd 

Llanbedr 

Public  Institution 


7 

6 

1 

2 

2 

4 


Total  ... 


22 


8 
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Diphtheria. 

Llanfair  3 

Llanelidan  3 

Clawddnewydd  Camp  2 

Denbigh  Scouts  Camp  1 

Public  Institution  25 


Total  ...  34 


Diphtheria. 

Of  the  34  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified,  25  of  these  occurred  in 
a Public  Institution,  and  3 in  a Boys’  Camp.  This  leaves  only 
0 cases  amongst  persons  belonghig  to  the  District.  Two  of  the 
Diphtheria  cases  notified  were  persons  who-  had  nasal  discharge 
after  returning  from  the  Isolation  Hospital  giving  positive  reac- 
tion. Also,  one  was  a sus])i cions  case  sent  tO'  the  Isolation  Hos- 
pital for  observation.  This  proved  negative,  so  actually  the 
correct  number  of  cases  which  occurred  was  only  3. 

Scarlet  FeYer. 

Twenty-two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified,  4 of  these  oc- 
curring in  a Public  Institution.  As  will  be  observed  from  the  above 
table,  seven  of  these  occurred  in  the  Llanfair  District,  and  were 
possibly  due  tO'  infection  from  a mild  and  unrecognised  case,  the 
majority  occurring  am.ongst  school  children.  In  view  of  this,  the 
Llanfair  School  Buildings  were  disinfected. 

Of  the  six  cases  which  occurred  in  Llanarmon  District,  4 were 
in  the  same  house. 

Two  cases  of  Lhidulant  Fever  were  reported  during  the  yeaia 
One  occurred  in  a farmhouse  where  the  cattle  were  suffering  from 
Abortus  Fever.  The  other  occurred  in  a private  house.  The 
source  of  infection  in  this  case  could  not  be  traced. 

33  of  the  Diphtlieria  Cases  and  16  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  Cases 
notified  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Xot  any  of  the  infectious  diseases  notified  could  be  attributed 
to  any  local  insanitary  conditions. 

Thorough  investigation  is  made  respecting  all  cases  notified, 
including  examinations  of  swabs,  blood,  etc.  A large  number  of 
swabs  from  contacts  were  examined  during  the  year.  Any  sani- 
tary defects  found  are  reported  and  remedied. 
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The  cases  are  promptly  and  satisfactorily  removed  by  Ambu- 
lance (which  is  always  accompanied  by  a Aurse)  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  when  necessary,  the  infected  houses  in  all  instances 
being  immediately  disinfected  after  renioval  or  after  recovery  of 
patients  after  being  treated  at  home. 

During  January,  February  and  March,  an  epidemic  of  intiu- 
enza  of  a fairly  severe  type  was  prevalent  throughout  the  district. 
No  deaths  were  directly  attributable  to  this. 

In  June  and  July,  Measles  was  very  prevalent  in  Gyffylliog 
and  adjoining  localities.  Also  in  some  parts  of  the  district,  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  year,  Whooping  Cough  and  Ghickenpox  were 
prevalent  in  some  localities. 


It. is  satisfactory  to  note  that  during  this  year  and  also  the 
previous  year  not  a single  death  was  attributed  to  Puerperal  Sepsis 
or  other  puerperal  causes  witlhn  the  district. 

As  there  are  no  means  of  disinfecting  clothing  efticiently  in 
the  District  (except  in  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  when  the  clothing 
is  disinfected  at  the  North  Wales  Sanatorium),  it  would  be  a 
great  advantage  if  arrangements  could  be  made  with  adjoining 
Sanitary  Authorities  to  have  a Disinfecting  Station  for  this  pur- 
pose. I have  advocated  this  on  previous  occasions. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  for  Treatment  and  for  Immunization  is 
supplied  free  by  the  Council.  No'  arrangements  have  yet  been 
made  with  regard  to  the  use  of  measles  serum  for  prophylaxis. 

Immunization  Against  Diphtheria. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  County  Council  to  have 
all  children  under  5 years  of  age  immunized  at  the  County  Clinics, 
and  arrangements  are  under  consideration  by  the  District  Council 
to  have  all  the  other  school  children  done. 

GENEEAL  PEG  VISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SEEVICES 
FOE  THE  AEEA. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

One  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

One  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Three  District  Medical  Officers  under  the  Poor  Law  Acts,  who 
act  as  Public  Vaccinators. 

A Health  Visitor  provided  by  the  County  Council. 
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Laboratory  Facilities. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  examination  of  all  Clinical 
Material  at  the  Pathological  Department,  Chester  Eoyal  Infirm- 
ary. 

Examination  for  Tubercle  is  done  at  the  Cardiff  Laboratory  of 
the  King  Edward  National  Memorial  Association. 

Water  analysis  is  done  by  the  County  Analyst,  Chester. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

For  Infectious  Diseases,  an  x\mbulance  is  provided  by  the 
Wrexham  Fever  Hospital,  where  the  infectious  cases  from  the  dis- 
trict are  admitted  by  arrangement. 

The  District  Council  has  arranged  to  have  the  Denbigh 
Ambulance  for  other  cases.  This  is  available  at  Messrs.  Edwards' 
Garage,  Denbigh. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

A very  well-organised  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  held  at  Denbigh 
])eriodically.  This  is  visited  by  an  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  every 
three  months.  It  is  well  attended,  and  excellent  and  valuable 
work  is  done. 

Hospitals. 

There  are  no  Hospitals  within  the  area,  except  King  Edward 
VII  North  Wales  Sanatorium,  which  is  situated  in  Llandyrnog 
Parish. 

A number  of  Surgical,  kledical  and  Maternity  Cases  are  for- 
tunately being  admitted  (and  treated  by  their  Medical  Attendant) 
to  the  Euthin  Public  Assistance  Hospital,  which  is  within  the 
Euthin  Borough.  This  has  about  45  beds,  including  a Maternity 
Ward. 

Also  a number  of  patierds  from  one  end  of  the  district  are 
treated  at  the  Denbigh  Infirmary,  which  is  a voluntary  General 
Hospital. 

Facilities  for  operative  surgery  are  available  at  both  Hospi- 
tals, which  are  also  equipped  with  X-Eay  Apparatus. 
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Tuberculosis. 

The  arrangements  for  dealing  with  Tuberculosis  Diseases  in 
the  District  are  satisfactory. 

Adequate  provision  for  Sanatoria  Treatment  is  provided  by 
the  King  Edward  VII  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association. 

The  Tuberculosis  Ohicers  visit  convenient  Centres  periodi- 
cally, and  also  patients  at  their  own  homes.  Patients  are  ad- 
mitted to'  a Sanatorium  when  necessary  with  very  little  delay 
generally . 

Yenereal  Diseases. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  County  Council  for  the 
treatment  of  all  Venereal  Diseases  at  the  War  I\Iemorial  Hospital, 
Wrexham,  which  scheme  is  quite  satisfactory. 

Maternity  and  Nursing. 

The  District  is  at  last  very  etficiently  supplied  with  Nursing 
arrangements.  There  are  four  Nurses  residing  in  the  district,  one 
in  Nantglyn,  one  in  Ilhewl,  one  in  Clawddnewydd,  and  one  in 
Llandegla.  Each  of  these  is  provided  with  a motor  car,  and  is 
therefore  able  to  cover  a very  wide  area.  Also  the  Nurse  who 
resides  in  the  Euthin  Eorough  works  in  the  adjoining  parts  of 
the  Eural  District. 

klaternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  in  Euthin  and 
other  various  Centres  every  two  weeks.  A large  percentage  of 
Maternity  patients  attend  these,  which  are  becoming  greatly 
appreciated.  Undoubtedly  these  contribute  largely  towards  the 
absence  of  maternal  mortality  in  the  District. 

Health  Visitors  also  work  in  all  parts  of  the  District. 

Legislation  in  Fore®. 

1.  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890'. 

2.  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  Parts  III.  and  IV. 

3.  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1907,  Parts  I.  and 

HI. 

4.  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1925,  Parts  II.,  III.. 

IV.  and  V.,  adopted  October,  1926. 
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SANITAEY  CIECUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AEEA. 

Water  Supply. 

Great  progress  has  been  accomplished  during  the  year  with 
respect  to  the  construction  of  the  new  schemes  reported  in  detail 
in  my  previous  Annual  Eeport. 

The  new  schemes,  Llanrhaiadr,  Llanarnion  and  Llwyn  Ynn, 
are  dealt  with  by  one  Firm  of  Contractors,  who  started  the  work 
on  all  the  schemes  together,  with  the  result  that  very  satisfactory 
and  rapid  progress  has  been  made. 

The  Llanarnion  Scheme  was  completed  as  far  as  Llanarmon 
Village  at  the  end  of  the  year,  when  a large  number  of  dwellings 
received  a supply  which  is  greatly  appreciated. 

A Pumping  Station  is  in  course  of  being  erected  in  this 
scheme.  When  this  is  completed  the  district  of  Erryrys  and  the 
extensive  adjoining  localities  will  be  supplied. 

The  Llanrhaiadr  Scheme  has  also  progressed  favourably  ; some 
localities  will  receive  a supply  within  a short  time. 

The  Llwyn  Ynn  Scheme  is  near  completion. 

The  Llanfwrog  Scheme  has  been  extended  in  order  to  supply 
five  more  dwellings. 

During  the  year  twenty-one  dwellings  (not  including  new 
houses  that  were  erected)  received  a new  supply. 

Eighteen  samples  of  water  supplies  from  various  sources  were 
bacteriologically  examined  during  the  year.  Eleven  of  these  were 
satisfactory  and  seven  unsatisfactory. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  Stream  passing  through  tlie  Village  of  Gyffylliog  conti- 
nues to  be  polluted,  but  not  to  the  same  extent  as  previously  re- 
ported. 

Drains  and  Sewerage. 

Twenty-four  cases  of  defective  drainage  were  dealt  with  and 
remedied,  in  13  cases  of  which  new  drains  were  laid. 


Closet  Acoommodation. 

Thirty-four  new  Wuter  Closets  w^ere  constructed,  including 
conversion  of  nine  privies. 

Number  of  each  type  in  the  District  in  1937 : — 


Scavenging. 

There  are  about  18  Villages  and  Hamlets  within  the  district. 
Dor  Llanfair  Village,  satisfactory  arrangements  have  been  in 
existence  for  some  time  to  cart  the  refuse  from  the  dw'ellings  to 
a fenced  tip.  This  is  the  only  Village  within  the  District  where 
such  arrangements  are  in  force.  In  five  other  Villages  tips  are 
provided,  but  no  arrangements  for  carting  the  refuse.  It  is  essen- 
tial that  efficient  arrangements  should  be  made  for  the  disposal 
of  refuse  in  every  village  throughout  the  District,  and  undoubt- 
edly the  lack  of  this  necessity  is  the  cause  of  the  pollution  of  the 
stream  at  Gyffylliog  Village. 

The  District  Council  has  been  considering  for  some  length  of 
time  a suitable  scheme  for  the  whole  of  the  District.  The  inten- 
tion at  present  is  to  have  three  or  four  refuse  tips  to  which  the 
refuse  from  all  areas  will  be  conveyed  by  motor  lorry.  It  has  been 
found  difficult  up  to  the  present  to  find  suitable  sites  for  the  sug- 
gested tips.  An  efficient  scheme  in  this  extensive  rural  area, 
where  the  villages  are  of  such  distance  apart,  is  difficult  to  arrange, 
owing  to  the  high  cost  involved.  However,  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Council  to  do  this  at  an  early  date. 


Water  Closets 

Pails  

Privies  


668 

780 

790 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

Prepared  Under  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1928. 

As  a result  of  inspection  carried  out  during  the  year,  241 
nuisances  were  found  to  exist.  Of  this  number,  232  were  re- 
medied, leaving  9 outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  above  defects  necessitated  the  serving  of  the  following 
notices ; — 

Informal  Notices  229 

Statutory  Notices  Nil 

198  Notices  were  complied  with  after  consulting  with 
owners,  and  without  having  to  report  to  the  Authority. 

Classification  of  Visits. 

Visits  in  respect  of  nuisance  abatement 362 

Visits  in  respect  of  drainage  work 81 

Visits  in  respect  of  water  supplied 332 

Visits  to  Bakehouses 37 

A'isits  to  Slaughter  Houses  (apart  from  meat  inspection)  ...  86 

Visits  to  Cowsheds  and  Dairies 512 

Visits  Food  Inspection 100 

Visits  to  investigate  infectious  diseases  (including  T.B.)  ...  68 

Bevisits  and  disinfection  74 

Visits  to  Factories  and  Workshops 96 

Classification  of  Defects  Found. 

Overcrowding  or  dirty  houses 4 

Defective  Structures ...•••  1 

W.C.  Fittings  11 

Stopped  Drains  29 

Defective  Drainage 24 

Defective  Roofs 40 

Defective  Rain  Water  Spouts 36 

Defective  Floors 41 

Defective  Domestic  Water  Supplies  22 

Dampness ; 31 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a Nuisance  2 

Disinfection. 

Number  of  premises  disinfected 68 
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Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  spraying  and  fumi- 
gating with  Formalin.  There  are  no  facilities  in  the  district  for 
dealing  with  infected  clothing  or  bedding,  but  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  these  articles  to  be  disinfected  at  the  North 
Wales  Sanatorium  in  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  cases  of  smoke  nuisance  occurred  in  the  district. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

There  were  no  offensive  trades  or  hop-pickers  in  the  district. 
SCHOOLS. 

There  are  seventeen  Public  Elementary  Schools  within  the 
district,  all  of  which  are  inspected.  Eight  of  the  Schools  have 
Water  Closets,  and  nine  have  Privies.  It  is  hoped  that  all  Schools 
will  be  provided  with  Water  Closets  at  an  early  date. 

RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  and  1928. 

There  are  no  premises  within  the  district  on  wliich  rag  flock  is 
manufactured,  used  or  sold. 

HOUSING-. 

There  were  19  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  (as  com- 
pared with  14  for  the  previous  year) , 17  of  these  being  by  private 
enterprise  ; also  7 reconstructed  under  the  Rural  Workers  Act,  as 
com])ared  with  one  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  new  houses 
erected  during  each  year  within  the  district,  and  especially  those 
containing  3 bedrooms,  are  quite  inadequate,  as  there  is  still  a 
great  deal  of  overcrowding — 29  being  reported  this  year,  although 
in  the  majority  of  these  only  slight  overcrowding  exists.  Much 
greater  advantage  should  be  taken  of  the  Housing  (Rural 
Workers)  Act  tO'  improve  existing  houses,  which  are  inadequate 
and  unsatisfactory,  in  order  to  remedy  this  defect. 

It  will  be  observed  from  my  Annual  Report  that  the  estimated 
])op\dation  of  the  Rural  District  is  steadily  diminishing,  and  this 
shortage  of  suitable  houses  may  account  for  this  to  some  extent. 
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The  fact  that,  Avhen  the  })resent  water  schemes  now  under 
construction  will  be  completed,  practically  the  whole  of  the  district 
will  be  well  and  adecp.iately  supplied  with  water.  This  probably 
will  be  a strong  inducement  for  more  persons  to  reside  in  the  dis- 
trict if  suitable  houses  are  available. 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  lY.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  29 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  31 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 158 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year 2 

(c)  li)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  auring  the 

year  1 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 11 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Autho- 
rity have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  over- 
crowding  — • 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year:— 

(a/)  Total,  including  numbers  given  separately  under  ((b)  ...  19 

(b)  State  Assistance  under  Housing  Acts: 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  — 

(ii)  Bv  other  Bodies  or  Persons  (Eural  Workers  Act, 

'1920)  — 

(c)  Peconstructed ...  7 

1.  Intpection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  or  Housing 
Acts 167 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 

above)  wliich  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Pegulations,  1925  76 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injiu'ious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  ])receding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  42 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  the  Service 

of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Section  B of  the  Housing  Act  1925... 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  fit  after  service 

of  formal  notice 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  

(B)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing- 
Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declara- 
tions by  Owners 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  wdiich  notices 

w^ere  served  requiring  defects  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  wdiich  defects  were  re- 

medied after  service  of  formal  notice  

(a)  By  Owners  , 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owmers  

C.  — Proceedings  under  Section  II.,  1 and  15,  of  the  Housing 

Act,  19B5. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  wdth  a view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  w-’ere  made  

(B)  Number  of  dw'elling  houses  in  respect  of  w^hich  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  dw^elling  houses  having- 
been  rendered  fit 

(4)  Number  of  dw'elling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 

ticn  Orders  w-^ere  made  

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPEEVISION  OF  FOOD. 

There  are  about  540  farms  under  supervision  and  88  Regis- 
tered Milk  Sellers  (JOairies),  14  of  which  supply  Grade  “A” 
Accredited  Milk  and  3 Tuberculin  Tested. 

MILK  SAMPLES. 

26  samples  of  klillv  were  taken  during  the  year,  with  the  fol- 
lowing results;  — 

8 Sam})les  for  T.B.  Test — 8 negative. 

18  for  iMethylane  IRue  Test — all  being  satisfactory 


SALE  OF  FOOL  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis  in  the  Rural 
District  of  Ruthin  during  the  year  1937 : — 


ResuT  of  Analysis. 

Article.  Number.  Genuine. 

Milk  5 ...  5 

Suet  1 ...  1 

Butter  1 ...  1 

Mincemeat 1 ...  1 

Sutanas  1 ...  1 

Rice  1 ...  1 

Raisins  1 ...  1 

Vinegar  1 ...  1 


Total  12  samples — all  genuine. 

D.  W.  GRIFFITH, 

Inspector. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  14  Slaughter  Houses  and  1 Knacker’s  Yard  in  the 
District.  These  and  other  Food  stores  are  periodicahy  examined. 
As  these  are  spread  over  a scattered  area,  the  work  of  inspection 
is  exceptionally  difficult. 

Practically  all  the  animals  slaughtered  are  sheep  and  lambs, 
as  will  he  observed  from  the  accompanying  Table.  The  number  of 
cattle  slauglitered  are  estimated  at  about  two  yearly.  It  is  quite 
an  impossibility  with  the  pi'esent  staff  to  have  the  carcases  af  ah 
aaimals  that  are  slaughtered  in  the  district  examined  weekly  ana 
satisfactorily. 
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Carcasss  Inspected  and  Condemned. 

Cattle 

Including  Sheep 


Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

& Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed — 

— 

— 

3016 

208 

Number  inspected  — 

— 

— 

1240 

92 

All  diseases,  except  Tuber- 
culosis, whole  carcases 
condemned  — 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   — 

11 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis   — 

Nil 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only,  whole 
carcases  condemned  or 
part  or  organ  — 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  — 

Nil 

Nil 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PEEVENTIOH  OF  TUBEECULOSIS) 
EEGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  case  under  the  above  Eegulations  occurred  in  the  District 
during-  the  year. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925  (SECTION  68). 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  action  under  the  above  Act  re- 
specting compulsory  removal  to  Hospital. 


FACTOEIES  AND  WOEKSHOPS  ACT. 


Garages  

Flour  Mills  

Electric  Light  Works 

Saw  Mills  

Bakehouses 

Building  Trades  ... 
Butter  Factory 
Others  


6 

11 

6 

8 

6 

4 

1 

14 

53 


The  above  were  periodically  inspected  and  Notices  were 
served  in  respect  of: — 

Lime  Washing  2 

Sanitary  Conveniences  Nil 
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EAINFALL. 

I am  again  indebted  to  Major  Bromliead,  Plas  Draw,  Kuthin, 
for  the  Eainfall  Eeport  for  1937. 

He  states  that:  — 

The  total  Eainfall  for  1937  is  1.91  ins.  below  average.  Total 
days  rain — 185  against  an  average  of  220. 

1936.  1937. 

4.23  ...  2.35 

3.96  ...  4.46 

2.58  ...  2.76 

1.99  ...  3.59 

2.43  ...  2.52 

6.44  ...  1.68 

4.07  ...  1.88 

0.83  ...  2.85 

5.04  ...  1.62 

2.07  ...  3.56 

3.41  ...  1.56 

4.12  ...  2.93 

40.96  ...  31.76 


I wish  to  record  rny  appreciation  of  the  excellent  work  done 
by  Mr.  E.  C.  Williams,  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

T.  0.  JONES, 


January  ...  . 
February 
March  ...  . 

April 

j\Iay  

June  ...  ...  . 

July  

August  ...  . 
September  . 
October  ...  , 
November  . 
December  . 


Medical  Office^-  of  Health. 


